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2009 Kudner Leyon  

Uhrhshmf Vqhsdqrƍ Oqnfq`l 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please join us   

for a morning with  

Wendy Mass 

 

Monday, October 5th  

9:00 Middle School Presentation 

10:15 Gr. 6. Writing Workshop  

11:15 Gr. 7 Writing Workshop  

1:00 Book Sale and Signing 

KUDNER 

memorial 
LEYON 

Amanda Leyon and Ariana Kudner  

Ariana Kudner and Amanda Leyon graduated from Kent 
School in 1991.  They were good friends and shared 
many interests, including a deep love of books.  In the 

summer of 1994, while on their way to the beach, 
Ariana and Amanda lost their lives in a fatal automobile 
accident.  Their deaths stunned their close-knit group of 
friends and the entire community.  

 
In the fall of 2000, Kent School established the  
Jtcmdq Kdxnm Uhrhshmf Vqhsdqrƍ Oqnfq`l- Cdrhfmdc sn
honor the lives of Ariana and Amanda and their love of 

the literary arts, the program brings a professional writer 
each year to Kent School to work with and teach stu-
dents, parents and the community.  Ariana and Amanda 
were testaments to the power that books can have on 

young lives.  Ariana treasured the moments when she was 
able to take time for herself and curl up with a good 
annj- Ltbg ne @qh`m`ƍr hmrohq`shnm `mc o`rrhnm enq khed
came from her love of reading.  Amanda had a gift for 

words, and a poetic way of expressing her innermost 
thoughts.  Already an accomplished and published poet, 
nmd ne @l`mc`ƍr ondlr `ood`qr hm sgd annjLiving Jew-
els.   

 
Sgd Jtcmdq Kdxnm Uhrhshmf Vqhsdqrƍ Oqnfq`l vhkk bnm,
tinue to foster this dynamic connection between reading, 

vqhshmf `mc kd`qmhmf- Hs vhkk `kknv @qh`m`ƍr knud ne qd`chmf
`mc @l`mc`ƍr knud ne vqhshmf sn hlo`bs sgd kd`qmhmf `mc
growth of present and future students from Kent School 
and the community.  

 
Kent School Writing Program Inspires Young Author  

 

KLVWP is a testament to the power books and 

writing can have on young lives.   The 2008 

program, A Festival of Writers, brought three 

authors to Kent School over a three day period 

and touched students at every grade level.  As a 

result, a third grade student was inspired to 

write a book.  Orville The Oyster , written and 

illustrated by Maria van Venrooy, tells the story 

of a shy Chesapeake Bay oyster in search of his 

own special gifts.  Third grade teacher, Anne 

U`mr`ms+ qdbnfmhyhmf L`qh`ƍr fnnc vnqj `mc rdke

lnshu`shnm+ g`c sgd annj Əotakhrgdc-Ɛ 

 

At a reception in our library, Maria (pictured 

below) read her book to a very enthusiastic stu-

dent and teacher audience.  When asked who 

vntkc khjd sn ad sgd ehqrs sn bgdbj L`qh`ƍr annj

out of the library, every hand went up!  A 

bound copy of Orville the Oyster  is now part of 

our library fiction collection and has a very long 

reserve list.  There are other stories like this re-

rtkshmf eqnl rstcdmsrƍ dmf`fdldms vhsg vqhsdqr

who visit Kent School.  Ariana and Amanda 

would be proud of the legacy they left us.  

 

 



The 2009 Kudner Leyon  
Visiting Writersõ Program 
Welcomes Wendy Mass  

 
Wendy Mass is the author of eight novels for young 
people, including A Mango-Shaped Space (which 

was awarded the Schneider Family Book Award by 
the American Library Association), Leap Day, the 

Twice Upon a Time fairy tale series, and Jeremy 
Fink and the Meaning of Life,  which earned a 
starred review in Publishers Weekly magazine. Her 

most recent book is Heaven Looks a Lot Like the 
Mall.  

Sgd Jtcmdq Kdxnm Uhrhshmf Vqhsdqrƍ Oqnfq`l hr
unlike any other literary workshop offered to 

school-age children in Kent County.  Each year, 
Kent School welcomes nationally acclaimed chil-

cqdmƍr `tsgnqr sn ntq b`lotr enq ` c`x ne kdbstqhmf+
workshops and hands-on activities.  Area school 
children from local public, private and home school 

communities are invited to attend.   
 

We are grateful to all the sponsors, donors, golfers, 
friends and volunteers who make this program a 
reality.  KLVWP is partially funded through an en-

dowed fund established from the proceeds of  past 
Kudner Leyon Memorial Golf Outings.  However, 

this program still needs your support.  We hope 
you will consider a sponsorship or donation.  

 
Call Kent School at 410 -778 -4100 ext. 

12 for more information.  

Past Programs 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

N.E. BODE (Julianna Baggott) joined us in 2005.  She 

gave students a sneak peek at The Nobodies before it had 

hit bookstore shelves.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In 2006, Stephen Parlato shared his collage illustration 

technique. Students created magnificent posters in the 

style of his book, ñThe World Who Loved Books.ò 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

In 2003, Jack Gantos, a Newberry award honoree, made a 

big impression on Chestertown Middle School students 

(pictured here) with his sense of humor and books geared 

toward a teenagerôs view of the world. 

Your sponsorship brings the 

Kudner Leyon Visiting  

Vqhsdqrƍ Oqnfq`l sn khed enq sgd

students of this  

community.  

 
SPONSORSHIP LEVELS 

 

Leadership Sponsor  

 A multi year pledge opportunity  

 

Platinum Sponsor $2000  

 

Gold Sponsor  $1000  

 

Memorial Sponsor $750  

 

Literary Sponsor  $500  

 

Annual Patrons  $150  

 
 
Leadership Platinum Sponsor  

 The Arthur H. Kudner, Jr. Fund       
of the Mid -Shore Community Foundation  

 

Gold Sponsor  
 

  


