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X 9:9@8 Winter vacation provides me with the opportunity to not only spend time with family and

friends but to catch up on my reading and thinking. | recently read an article by Amanda Tor-
res that was originally released by NAIS last spring. Teaching Citizenship in American High
Schools focuses on a study done by pollsters Steve Farkas and Ann Duffet that explores the
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gtm22#107&$ similarities and differences between public and private schools and their focus on citizen-
: 9 9;$ ship. | have always believed that independent schools have done a better job at fostering
X O

citizenship and civic virtues but have found it difficult to find a measurable way of making
Sthe case. I think the following findings are most interesting. | am confident that they apply
to elementary and middle schools as well.
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X 9:90% When teachers were asked to rank five priorities that schools may have regarding the teach-
KLM$$R%6#'$5/)07#8S$ ing of citizenship, both public and private school teachers favored internalizing core values
K)'0=$3$$$$ such as tolerance and equality and promoting civic behaviors such as voting and community
SELP@$8HA. service.

x 99 $

5(1%%*$S*%"#,?$1)@ Sixty-seven percent of private school teachers believe developing habits of community ser-
07+$T&01#$47+3SUB yjce is essential compared to forty-three percent of public school teachers. Also, teaching

x 9:9D$ students to see themselves as global citizens is perceived as essential by sixty-four percent
V#),A)"0#'$S%33#% M of private school teachers, but only by fifty-four percent of public school teachers.
D?P@%)%.

X 99B$ Ninety-four percent of private school teachers and ninety-two percent of public schools

teachers use controversial issues as teaching opportunities to get students engaged and to
model civil debate and discussion.
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X 9:J0$ One of the most striking findings from this study is that private schools may actually be bet-
X7"7+2$001$<"),#$ ter than public schools at fostering citizenship and civic virtues. The nature of the private
WSH+SV%ESH# school environment appears to be more conducive to achieving these civic ends. Indeed,
D?NOS$).$. private school teachers appear to be much more confident that their graduates are learning
X 9:IY$S the concepts that both groups of teachers say they want students to learn.
T700*#$5(1%%*$SR 6%

In the fall, | had the pleasure of leading an 8th grade discussion on “Doing the Right Thing”
5 which was modeled after a class taught by Harvard professor Michael J. Sandel. In the class,

3)7'$$997@@9).A.$
QUY%+SRT"AT™)*$

%+*$ the students were presented with several different scenarios and were asked what the right
x 9:JD$ thing to do would be in each case. They did an excellent job of discussing the pros and cons
G,AT"7%+$W8#H+$ of various decisions and left the class with an understanding that doing the right thing can
V%&"#H be difficult and, at times there may be more than one right course of action, an essential

9J?@@$8I@@$SA. realization for success in the world in which they will one day be active citizens. | left the
class feeling proud of what we as a school, and you as parents, are doing to develop out-
standing citizens.
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In closing, | leave you with two pieces of writing that | have found most helpful in discussing citizenship in a
school setting. Both have been modified to be more appropriate for students of different ages. | encourage
you to engage in a conversation with your children on the matter as | am sure you will be as impressed and
proud as | was leaving the eighth grade class discussion.

The first is an oath based on the Athenian Oath that the young men of ancient Athens used to take at the age
of 17.

“We will never bring disgrace on this our school by an act of dishonesty or cowardice. We will fight for the
ideals and Sacred Things of the school both alone and with many. We will revere and obey the schools laws,
and will do our best to incite a like reverence and respect in those above us who are prone to annul them or
set them at naught. We will strive increasingly to quicken the school’s sense of civic duty. Thus in all these
ways we will transmit this school, not only not less, but greater and more beautiful than it was transmitted to
us.”

The second is from Robert Fulghum <http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/19630.Robert Fulghum>'s
book All | Really Need to Know | Learned in Kindergarten <http://www.goodreads.com/work/
quotes/2399046> .

$

1. Share everything.

2. Play fair.

3. Don't hit people.

4. Put things back where you found them.

5. CLEAN UP YOUR OWN MESS.

6. Don't take things that aren't yours.

7. Say you're SORRY when you HURT somebody.

8. Wash your hands before you eat.

9. Flush.

10. Warm cookies and cold milk are good for you.

11. Live a balanced life - learn some and drink some and draw some and paint some and sing and
dance and play and work every !"#$some.

12. Take a nap every afternoon.

13. When you go out into the world, watch out for traffic, hold hands, and stick together.

14. Be aware of wonder.

| wish you all the best for a Happy New Year!s
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4 G&(07%+$Q#lanning for “a Seaside Affair” is in full swing. Remember to mark your calen- ¢
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4, Here’s a sneak peak at some of the things we are working on for you:$
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Some of our student’s artwork will be on display. !
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Happy New Year!!
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Division News
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The teachers and ‘Specials’ are preparing progress reports for your children which will be mailed during
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Here's a brief look at some of the January themes for our classes.!

x The Kindergarten is thinking of "snow”, creating projects leading to discussions of the North and
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x Themes for the Fourth Grade are ‘Maryland after the American Revolution’ and expository essays
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Kudner Leyon Corner

Congratulations to Ray Cutting, 5t grade, on winning the inaugural Kudner Leyon Creative Writing Essay
Contest. Each middle school student submitted an essay based on one of two themes:

Topic 1:
It is the year 2062 and you are visiting Kent School as a perspective student. Narrate your tour. Describe
the campus, classrooms, classes, students, teachers, and technology being used.

Topic 2:

It is the year 1912 and you are a student in a one-room schoolhouse. Without warning you are dropped
into a Kent School classroom in 2012. Narrate the differences between the two.

Ray’s winning essay is below.

James Anderson
October 7, 2062
\-/21.+120/*5 |
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sumably for eight grades. A man came out of the main building and said, “Welcome to Kent School! I'm

the principal, Jim Ardis.” We walked to the main building and went inside.!
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“‘Homeroom” and got in. “We should walk in on first period,” said Mr. Ardis. “They will be readying their

deskpads now.” We both got in. “See you there!” Mr. Ardis said. The doors closed and | got sucked away.!
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The robot teacher said, “You may sit at the empty deskpad,” in a tinny voice. | sat down next to a kid. “Hi!

My name is Jacob Nons. I'll be your buddy today.” he said. “We’re about to begin.” The teacher said, “Set
3+12I@+*+K++;,1938-**GOSCIA@-1?2GS@9!E* &b showed me how. Suddenly, the desk started read-

ing spelling words to me. | listened for a long time and then it stopped. “That’s all, cla%zzrkk.” The teacher

had fried her circuits. “I guess it’s time for history,” said Jacob as the repair crew got the robot. The class
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"Today we’re studying dinosaurs. Just press the green button!” Then it became very dark.!
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“AAAAAHHHH!" | yelled. | whipped around and started to run. Then | realized it was only a simulation. |
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I Jacob came up to me and said, “Well, how did you like it?” | said, “The dinosaur almost scared me

to death!” A clock hologram lights up in the middle of the room. It said 12:00 on it. “Time to go home,” said
JF+K'TA@-0519@-!F*/,,19++;19@-191K-,!+19,GB-'
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